
Description of field guide  

Explore the natural resources found at 

Woldumar on our 5 miles of trails 

through 180 acres of woodlands,     

wetlands and tall grass prairie. All trails 

are easily hiked, ranging up to 1.6 

miles long.  

Woldumar Nature Center is a member-

ship-based, non-profit, community   

organization. Woldumar offers many 

ways for you to participate in its       

mission and community spirit, and   

become stewards of the natural world 

that sustains us.  

@Woldumar  

 

woldumar.org 

 

Discover Michigan’s spring 

treasures with the help of this 

guide.  

Ephemeral — e·phem·er·al /əˈfem(ə)rəl/  

: something that lasts for a very short 

time : something ephemeral specifically : a 

plant that grows, flowers, and dies in a few 

days.  

It has hard to place value on the role our     

natural environment plays in our lives. This is 

especially true when considering the influence 

of a tiny insect or a small flower that appears 

in early spring to the understory of our     

woodlands. Spring ephemeral plants bloom 

from mid-March to early June. Since many 

bees produce multiple generations in one 

growing season, these important pollinators 

must start collecting pollen to feed their first 

offspring as early as possible. Other beneficial 

native insects have evolved to take advantage 

of available nectar from our spring flowering 

plants. Healthy colonies of bees and native 

insects pollinate our food crops and protect 

those crops from pests in our fields and      

gardens. Of course, early woodland flowers 

also make outdoor excursions in spring a joy 

to behold. Can you imagine walking through 

the woods in spring without seeing any Trillium 

or Dutchman’s Breeches? How do you think 

the loss of our spring wildflowers might effect 

the bees and other insects that depend on 

them?  
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